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Thank you letter from the Principal
by Ms. Reshma Thapa 
Dear Friends of Taktse,
Transitions are challenging, and Taktse’s 
transition has been no exception. We miss 
Mr. Lauenstein’s presence and spirit a lot, 
and we are grateful to him every single day 
for all his contributions in making Taktse what 
it is today. The last few months have been 
challenging as the team adjusts to this 
transition, but it has been personally inspiring 
to see the Leadership Team and the faculty 

put in extra effort to ensure that learning continues and that our 
children continue to get the best. It is indeed a joy to work beside a 
group of self-motivated colleagues who love the school, see the value 
in what we are doing and are inspired and energized, in spite of the hurdles, to keep the school growing strong. 
I cannot thank them enough for their courage and their support!
We’ve had numerous successes in the last few months that we want to share with all of you who have made 
huge contributions in building this unique place.
I am extremely pleased to report that the new building is complete. We are thankful to our Trustees – H.H. 
Gonjang Rinpoche, Mr. Lok Babu, Mr. Sonam Denjongpa and Mr. Pema Namgyal for their hard work and 
commitment to this project. We are also tremendously grateful to all our friends for their financial support, 
which has enabled this beautiful building to come up and to Ms. Debbie Hilbert, Mr. Lauenstein and the Capital 
Campaign Committee for their relentless work on the Capital Campaign. The administrative office is fully 
operative in the new building and so are some of the high school classes. After being in a cramped space for 
years, with plywood partitions to allow simultaneous classes in the library, it is taking us some time to get used 
to the huge building with its numerous hallways and stairways. However, we love the ample space and the 
opportunities it will provide for our students and teachers. 
Continuing the tradition of retreats, the Leadership Team took a 5-day retreat to Thailand – our first without Mr. 
Lauenstein, after school ended. This provided an important time for the team to bond, reflect on the previous 
year and plan for 2017. We were able to analyze and formulate action steps 
around our current teacher evaluation process, student assessments, policies 
for students and teachers and the structural changes that will come with the 
new building. None of this could have happened without the generosity of our 
supporters and unending help from Marion Institute.
Our 2017 admissions are going strong, with waiting lists in several grades. 
We now have 262 students from nursery school to Grade 12. We are deeply 
thankful to the parents for their belief in us and for their recommending Taktse 
to their friends and family. We are committed to deserving their faith and 
support, with joy and dedication.
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Thank you letter from the Principal (cont.) 
Amit Agarwal, our first Taktse engineer, started at Bennett University, Noida (a Times of India Institution) 
several months ago. Two more of our graduates, Sonam Ugay and Ingsa Hang Subba, have been accepted at 
Endicott College in Beverly, MA with generous Presidential Scholarships, and are studying liberal arts with a 
focus on math.
Three of our teachers: Ms. Pema Choden, Ms. Karma Kunzang and Ms. Anugrah Rai are back from a 6-week 
trip to the United States, after visiting Berwick Academy, Gann Academy, the Waring School, Friends Seminary 
School in New York, the Salisbury Elementary School, the Northshore Academy, the Waldorf School and the 
Glen Urquhart School. This is our 10th year of the US professional development trip and every year we’ve seen 
our teachers return with more confidence and more excited about trying new ideas in their classrooms. The 
Taktse community has benefitted greatly from this opportunity, which has been made possible only because of 
friends who open up their homes and hearts to our teachers and give their time and energy in planning, in 
organizing the rides and in helping us make connections. This kind of selfless generosity never ceases to 
amaze and inspire us. Thank you friends for yet another successful trip. 
In conclusion, I want to thank all of you for your continued support, for your prayers and your wishes. It means 
a lot to us, especially at this crucial juncture. As always, we welcome your insights, feedback and participation. 
We invite you to visit the school, share your ideas with us and help spread the word about Taktse. 
Thank you for being part of all this, and for your belief in us.

Author Mathangi Subramanian visits Taktse
At the Bookaroo Trip to Delhi, Taktse students met Ms. 
Mathangi Subramanian, author of the book "Dear Mrs. 
Naidu." She led a wonderfully engaging writing workshop 
that the students really enjoyed, so we invited her to visit 
Taktse to conduct writing workshops for seventh, eighth 
and ninth graders.
Ms. Subramanian used the first 
chapter of her book "Dear Mrs. 
Naidu" as a model for writing 
through letters, after which the 
students planned and wrote their 
own letters to a character or an 
inanimate object. During her two-day 
visit to Taktse, she also conducted a 
workshop on poetry for the ninth 
graders and the teachers of grades 
one through nine.
Please watch this engaging video for 
a glimpse of Ms. Subramanian's visit to Taktse.
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Winter Reading Project
by Jamyang Choden, student 
Winter breaks, a time to frolic and have 
fun. A total getaway from learning. But not 
quite so this year for eleven students from 
grades 2 to 5 in my native village in 
Bhutan. This group of eleven had to ride 
their bikes every morning to get to the 
fields where I would wait for them under a 

tree. This was my winter project – a project that emerged 
from my passion and my learning at Taktse. 
All of this happened when I went to visit my grandparent in 
my village this winter and I saw several students just loitering 
around. I wanted them to utilize some part of their break 
productively, I wanted to share the Taktse tradition of reading outside school, share the joy in learning and 
reading books with people in my village. And it was this that became the genesis of my reading project!
My project engaged these kids in reading and writing every day for at least two hours. We had read-alouds, 
writing workshops, and various activities connected to the books we read. We also played games together. 

Although the students had a lot of difficulty expressing themselves 
in English, I saw them putting in a lot of effort trying to think and 
express themselves. They shared their stories about their school 
and their lives in the village, and I began to see how different yet 
similar our lives were. 
This project was filled with new experiences and challenges. I 
learned how to plan lessons, implement them, read aloud, manage 
time and children, budget, and write reports and proposals. At the 
same time, I faced huge challenges in keeping up my morale when 
my students occasionally did not show up, or when I couldn’t give 
them the means to express what they wanted to.

Besides all the learning that I gained as a part of this project, I also got the opportunity to go around the village 
with my grandmother and visit small monasteries. She also taught me how to churn milk and make local butter 
and cheese from it. This was all a novel and endearing experience for me. As I look back on what I did this 
winter, I can’t help but feel amazed and proud of all that I did, saw and learned.
I would like to take this opportunity to thank Mr. Lauenstein, Ms. Reshma Thapa Gurung, Ms. Rai Gurama, Ms. 
Dawa Yolmo, and my parents for supporting, motivating and guiding me through these two weeks of absolutely 
amazing experiences. My break couldn't get better than this!
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Winter School 2017 
by Mr. Gyan Gurung, Teacher
On a frosty February morning, the 
high school students from Grades 
10 and 12 assembled in the Upper 
Courtyard for the first day of 
Winter School. The day began 

with a tour of the layout of hallways and design of 
classrooms in the new building, which raised 
expectations. The students' expressions reflected a 
range of emotions from 
excitement to 
nervousness.
Our objective for Winter 
School was to orient 
and prepare the 
students for the new 
academic year. We 
wanted to test 
innovative new ideas, 
foster genuine interest 
in exploring specific 
subjects, and create 
opportunities to learn 
and grow. 
We wanted to give this Winter School special 
meaning and fun purpose, some of which emerged 
as the days progressed.
Click HERE for a link to the Facebook page for 
Winter School 2017.

Junior Reading Club
by Ms. Kessang Lachungpa, Teacher
Every winter before regular classes 
resume, Taktse International School 
organizes Junior Reading Club 
(JRC). JRC acquaints new students 
with the school environment so they 

won't feel intimidated during their initial days of 
school. JRC welcomes both Taktse students and 
non-Taktse students to join in exploring their hidden 
strengths and talents in a safe environment. JRC 
engages kids in activities that develop their reading, 
writing and creative skills, and boosts their 
confidence. Kids are encouraged to read aloud, give 
book talks, and participate in team building activities 
that spread the joy of reading. 
From puppet shows to making 
religious 'mar-gen' (decoration 
for butter cake), JRC activities 
give students opportunities to 
learn and grow.
JRC provides a good warm-up 
for the students and teachers 
coming back after a long winter 
break.
Click HERE for a link to the 
JRC Facebook page.
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On-Boarding
by Mr. Samuel Khaiba
Professional Learning Co-ordinator
Taktse's two week On-Boarding program is 
designed to smoothly integrate new teachers 
into the Taktse community, aligning their 
expectations with those of the school, 
providing them with a chance to get 

acquainted with other faculty members and staff, and inspiring 
them to do their best in their new roles.  
The On-Boarding Program consists of two modules: the 
Induction Module and the Teaching Elementary Module. The Induction Module welcomes new teachers to the 
Taktse culture. They gain a basic understanding of Taktse's growth mindset and other values embraced by the 

community by discussing the School Mission 
Statement, the Taktse vision document, and 
the faculty handbook. The Teaching 
Elementary Module instills confidence in new 
teachers by providing them with a basic 
understanding of fundamental concepts such 
as lesson planning, setting classroom 
expectations, and maintaining healthy 
boundaries with the students.
More than 50 new teachers have been 
inducted through the On-Boarding Program 
since the first batch in January 2015. The 
ninth batch of 12 new teachers completed 
the program in January 2017.  
Click HERE for a link to the On-Boarding 
Facebook page.

Government Teachers Sharing Program
by Ms. Phurbu Lepcha, Teacher 

Every year Taktse invites Government teachers to come and experience some teaching 
techniques we use at our school. During this one-week program, it is not just we Taktse 
teachers imparting our ideas. We also hear their stories and their teaching ideas, and learn 
from them as well. 

We share our lesson plans, talk about 
the importance of morning meetings, 
read alouds, conduct demo classes, 
etc. Later on, we follow up with the 
teachers by visiting their schools to find 
out how they are doing. In the past we 
have supported them in configuring 
their classrooms like ours, and provided 
them with books.
It has been a fascinating and productive 
journey to be able to connect, learn, 
receive and share our experiences with 
each other.
Click HERE for a link to the Facebook 
page for the Government Teachers 
Sharing Program. - 5 -
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In-House Teacher Training
by Ms. Bhawna Thapa, Teacher 
At Taktse, we believe in enhancing the skills of not only our students but also our 
teachers. In-House Teacher Training is a step toward achieving this. 
Owing to its big success last year we decided to continue with the program this year. It 
is being attended by lower and middle school teachers from various academic discipline. 
The goal of the program is to revisit and reinforce techniques of building strong 
classroom culture to help the teachers start strong. 

Ms. Sangay Wangmo, Dzongkha teacher, who is attending the program for the first time said, “I have learned 
various techniques on classroom management. The sharing of various ideas from other teachers has also 
proved beneficial.”
Click HERE for a link to the In-House Teacher Training Facebook page.

Three faculty members; Ms. Pema Choden Bhutia, Ms. Karma Kunzang, and Ms. Anugraha Rai, and three 
students; Rheah Pundi Oberoi, Yonten Phuntsho Namgyal, and Rinzing Chomu Chingapa visited the United 
States during winter break. Following are some of their impressions. 

Eight Days at Berwick Academy
by Ms. Pema Choden Bhutia, Administrator
My eight-day visit to Berwick Academy was an amazing experience filled with challenges, 
learning and good vibes.
Ms. Kunzang and I were staying separately, and at first I was nervous about being alone. 
However, my host, Michael Buensuceso and his family were very welcoming, kind and 
friendly, which made me feel at home. 

I was curious to see how other administrators worked in a faraway place. I was pleased to see how the work 
was distributed and taken care of as a team. Everyone had his or her own responsibilities and were diligently 
doing their work. I attended several meetings, which was an amazing experience. Hearing them share their 
ideas and problem solving methods inspired me and helped me evaluate myself. 
The other thing I noticed was the similarity between our work 
ethic and theirs. Everybody worked hard and loved what they 
were doing. Their effort was showing in their task and this 
has inspired me more to do the same. I am really excited to 
take this spirit forward to my working space at Taktse.
I loved talking with my counterparts in America. This 
experience has helped me grow and evaluate myself, and will 
help me become a better administrator back at Taktse.
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Beyond and More: My Trip to America
by Ms. Anugraha Rai, Teacher
My trip to America has been an amazing 
experience.
It has been keeping my mind preoccupied with 
opposing thoughts and expectations ever since I 
came to know about this incredible opportunity.

It has been longer than the longest exhausting journey.
It has been an adventure taking my first few careful steps in a foreign 
airport and then finding out that my luggage was still stuck in Delhi.
It has been the fear of the unknown – reaching the other side of the 
globe and living with a family of complete strangers.
It has been waking up at 2:00 a.m. and feeling as if it were already 
8:00 in the morning.
It has been the added responsibility of taking care of three other 
precious lives and happening to be the only "first timer."
It has been hearing the word "WELCOME" but with generous smiles 
– repeatedly.
It has been the blowing of icy wind on my cheeks, making them feel 
numb. Ms. Holly Forsyth with Ms. Anugraha Rai 

Pond Cove School, Cape Elizabeth, Maine

My Visit to Berwick Academy
by Ms. Karma Kunzang, Teacher 
I never thought a short trip to Berwick Academy would change my perceptions of so 
many things about the United States. Throughout those eight days at Berwick, I learned 
so much.
One of my goals for this trip was to learn things that would help me become a better 
teacher, and as a teacher, I found it very beneficial to visit different schools. It was 
interesting to see that the things they were doing at their schools were almost the same 

things we do back at our school - only the styles and 
techniques were different. I thought being 
surrounded by unfamiliar people in an unfamiliar 
place would make it impossible for me to fit into their 
society. However, meeting the faculty and students 
at Berwick Academy in South Berwick, Maine 
changed everything. 
We were fortunate to have a host like Ms. Marti 
Limbocker and her family. They were such 
wonderful people. They made us feel so much at 
ease, so we did not feel like outsiders. This 
experience affected me both professionally and 
personally.
My experience at Berwick will be very beneficial for 
my future as a teacher. I feel as though I have 
grown and learned so much in such a short time. 
Thank you, Berwick!
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Beyond and More (cont.) 
It has been the pure white snow that I sometimes wish for during our cold winters in Sikkim.
It has been visits to grocery stores to buy apples, and being astonished by the fancy names of different kinds 
of apples, so pretending to not look at the names and just picking the ones that looked good.
It has been craving for hot and spicy food like back home. It has also been a pleasant introduction to new 
varieties of bread, bagels and donuts.
It has been excitement as well as apprehensions about meeting phenomenal teachers who expressed their 
love for this particular profession for two decades or more, but also a sigh of relief when I came to understand 
that some of their challenges are similar to my own.
It has been meeting students bubbling with enthusiasm, reminding me that kids are kids with similar yet 
different learning goals and challenges and, of course, their own special creative talents.
It has been getting a platform to choose among various learning options but it has also been challenging 
where I ought to be able to filter and focus on a couple of them and take away the best I feel I can.
It has been a feeling of having a grateful heart for everyone who made this trip possible for me. And it has 
been a hope of trying to gather seeds of new pedagogies, exchanging ideas, learning and growing.

My Journey to America
by Rheah Pundi Oberoi, student
At the end of a long drive from Gangtok down a twisting mountain road, we finally 
arrived at the airport in Bagdogra with confusion hovering over our heads, but that 
slowly dissipated when exhaustion caught up with us like a giant mallet.
It was an experience of a totally different kind, with all the familiar voices we relied on 
slowly fading away with each step we took toward our faraway destination. Of all the 
airports we passed through, I found the one in Delhi the most confusing. The bright 
lights and endless streams of people disoriented me, but I had time to run around in 

the vast halls and slide across the gleaming marble floors. I think that we walked for almost four hours that 
day. Taking off my shoes in a waiting room provided immense relief for my sore feet. 
We spent most of our layover time navigating the airports. As we ascended into the sky, I watched the city 
lights recede into tiny colored dots and the roads into thin strands. I couldn’t sleep well for most of my 
journey and I felt like my mind was slowly turning into mush. I curled up and tried to rest but ended up 
getting a stiff neck. I spent the rest of my time writing, listening to music, and watching a heart-warming 
movie titled “I Am Sam." I became very emotional after that movie. 
As soon as Dr. Alina Perez picked us up from the airport I wanted to keep my eyes open forever. I couldn’t 
stop gawking at the beautiful sunset that looked like it was ripping the sky apart with orange tinted 
clouds.The icy air that greeted us when we stepped outside comforted me somehow as well as excited me. 
I breathed out, letting the steam curl around my face. 
All of us had wide smiles on our faces, eager for the 
new experiences ahead. 
I was very nervous about meeting my host family but 
was welcomed to a warm home with excited smiles and 
plenty of hugs. We made introductions and got to know 
each other across the smooth kitchen table, our sleeves 
squeaking on the polished surface and laughter slipping 
in between the cracks in the conversations. An hour 
later, our yawns got the best of us and we said our 
goodnights. All the anxiety I had about staying at the 
home of people I didn’t know had vanished. Peace 
wrapped me in its arms and I finally went to bed, my 
stomach full of amazing peanut chicken soup. 
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Mock Interview at Bates College
by Yonten Phuntsho Namgyal, student
Nearing the end of high school at Taktse really got me wondering about the years 
ahead, and where I might want to go to college. My decision to apply for the winter 
trip to the United States revolved around the fact that we would be visiting various 
schools and colleges.  
Our visit to Bates College gave me an opportunity to learn about the application 
process. When we first arrived at Bates, the campus seemed huge. Bates has about 
2,000 students, which I was told was one of the smaller colleges. But the fact that I 
come from a tiny school of 300 students made Bates look like a giant institution to 

me. The campus was spread out across the neighborhood, making it seem open and inviting.
After a tour of the campus, Rheah, Ariel and I followed Dr. Alina Perez to the cafeteria. I scanned the large 
dining hall and thought for a second that I might have just walked into a restaurant. There was a corner that 
served various kinds of juices and I noticed a couple of students making themselves sandwiches at the grill 
station next to the counter serving pasta. Picking up a tray each, the four of us lined up and made rounds 
around the cafeteria picking what we wanted to eat and then made a few more rounds later on to get 
seconds or dessert. I could have stayed there all day; the food was delicious and I wasn’t paying a penny. It 
couldn't be better than that!
Our mock interviews took place after lunch. I was tense, but hopeful. I was surprised to find that our 
interviewer, Caran Arora was an Indian who had graduated from Bates not more than seven months before. 
I imagined that he might have experienced a similar mix of emotions when he had taken his interview. After 
introducing ourselves, we commenced with the interview. It felt much like a conversation where we were 
just getting to know each other. Caran’s questions revolved around getting to know us in a way that our 
essays could reveal. It reminded me strongly of morning meetings back at Taktse where we could voice our 
own opinions because there were no right answers. My idea of a serious question/answer spree 
disappeared as we continued with the interview. It became clear that he just wanted to get to know us as 
individuals. The mock interview was casual and lighthearted, but it still left me feeling more confident in 
myself and better prepared for the real thing. 

Rinzing, Yonten and Rheah at the WMTW TV station in Portland, Maine
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I knew that my trip to the States this winter would bring many new experiences, and I was more than ready 
to welcome them all. One of these was my very first college interview. It was thoughtfully planned by an 
ardent Taktse supporter, Dr. Alina Perez, who arranged for various Taktse students and teachers to visit 
schools and colleges in Maine. My classmates, Yonten Phuntsho Namgyal and Rheah Pundi Oberoi, and I 
got an opportunity to visit Bates College in Lewiston. We toured the campus, even though I was not sure I 
would survive the bitter cold. After that, we had a mock-interview with an admissions officer. The following 
stream of consciousness expresses what I experienced and felt that day.

My Interview at Bates College
by Rinzing Chomu Chingapa, student
It is cold. My breath fogs in front of me, and I watch it swirl in the air as I jam my freezing 
hands into my pockets and half-jog to the entrance of the school. I’m supposed to be 
meeting Yonten and Rheah here, but I don’t see them or Ms. Alina. Maybe I got the timing 
wrong. After five minutes of walking around the warm, quiet hallways and trying to reach 
their phones, I decide to text Ms. Alina. This building is confusing, and I have to wander a 
bit before I find them.

I clamber into the middle seat, brushing away a glove. I like this car - it looks lived-in and full rather than 
cold. I think of how kind it is for Ms. Alina to arrange this for us, to take the time to drive us places and make 
our experiences here rich and helpful. I want to voice my appreciation, but I don’t know how to do so without 
sounding random and out of place. For the next thirty-some minutes (or what feels like it) we sing along to 
the radio and fumble with the aux cord, trying to get the sound system to work. I’ve been told we’re doing a 
mock-interview with an admissions officer, and the nerves settle in my chest like terrible grades. I am 
preparing myself to feign confidence, to breathe when I just want to curl up and refuse to talk to anyone. 
It is barely ten in the morning, and the town feels sleepy and welcoming. We drive past small, run-down

Rheah, Rinzing & Yonten with State Senator Rebecca Millett at the State House in Maine

- 10 -



My Interview at Bates College (cont.)
apartment buildings that look oh-so-comforting to 
me. We drive past a woman, standing in her front 
door, cocoa skin almost luminescent in the morning 
light, a faint smile on her face as she looks on at 
someone I couldn’t see fast enough. I like this town, 
this neighborhood. It makes me warm inside. But 
then again, that might just be the heat in the car.
Bates is open. The large brick buildings and snowy 
ground seem more like part of the town than a 
college that is separate from it. The air is cold and 
sinks its sharp teeth into my cheeks as we walk 
towards the Office of Admissions, and I find myself 
going over the list of questions I looked up in the car. 
Maybe I’m worrying too much about an interview that 
isn’t real, but I want to make a good impression. I 
want my hometown, my country, my school and my 
family to make a good impression.
We have to wait before the information session 
starts, so Yonten, Rheah and I walk quickly into the 
small corner in the other room where they’re serving 
drinks. We make our hot-chocolates while laughing 
quietly, teasing each other in half-whispers. When 
the session starts, I realize the rest of the group is 
made of high-school students and their parents. 
There are some from New York, some from Maine, 
some from farther places, and then there’s us, from 
the other side of the globe. I breathe deeply as I 
prepare to introduce myself, heart pounding and 
practicing my lines in my head so I don’t stumble 
when my turn comes around.
After the session, we follow a sophomore around the 
campus, walking past huge brick structures with tall 
windows, through warm rooms with large couches 
where students lay comfortably, laptops and books 
open, immersed in their activities. What would it be 
like to be part of this school? To study here, to spend 
time in quiet libraries and comfortable classrooms? I 
think about the kind of experience I would have at 
this school as I walk through the chapel, one with 
thinkers on stained glass windows rather than 
religious figures, and flags for multiple world religions 
rather than one to express their acceptance of all. 
This school was built on inclusivity and equality, 
values that I personally hold close to me, and this 
fact made me really want to apply.
Lunch is incredible. There is food of all sorts 
everywhere, in stands and booths of sandwiches, 
bagels, pizzas, desserts, and drinks - even Indian 
food somewhere, though I don’t try it. I pile my plate 
with bagel-burgers and pies and a salty carrot-soup, 
along with a tall glass of a blend of fruit juices. We 

spend a while in that teeming hall. If eating could be 
made into a career, I would already be at the top.
After that, we slowly make our way back to the Office 
of Admissions, taking pictures the whole way and 
throwing snow at each other as we run and laugh 
and breathe in frosty air. When Mr. Caran walks into 
the room for our mock-interview and shakes our 
hands with a kind smile, I feel myself relaxing - 
though not completely. He is young, freshly-
graduated from Bates, he says. He came here from 
India after high school for college, and our homes 
and backgrounds help us open up to him far better. 
He seems excited, easygoing and amiable. “Daal-
bhaat-sabji," he says, describing the shift from India 
to America. “White people everywhere!” and my 
nerves loosen up completely. I can relate to the 
experiences he recounts, all of us can. The 
“interview” goes far better than I had imagined, and I 
leave the room feeling grateful and simply more than 
who I was before it.
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Amit Agarwal, class of 2016, applied to MIT's Global Entrepreneurship Bootcamp, a 5-day 
intensive workshop conducted in Brisbane, Australia where aspiring entrepreneurs from 
around the world explore the meaning of entrepreneurship by creating a pitch for a startup. 
Successful applicants must survive three elimination rounds. Amit made it to the waiting list.
From Education to Entrepreneurship
by Amit Agarwal, alumnus
I learned at Taktse to share my knowledge with others, and give back more to the world 
than I get. I want to be a problem solver. I want to find original solutions. For me, that 

ambition is embodied by one word: entrepreneurship. That is how I see myself giving back to my community.
This year, in order to learn more about starting a company or an organization, I applied for the MIT Global 
Entrepreneurship Bootcamp, a workshop sponsored by MIT where aspiring young entrepreneurs explore the 
meaning of entrepreneurship. For five days, with just 3 hours of sleep every day, teams of students create a 
pitch for their startup enterprises. The bootcamp brings together young people from around the world, so 
that the learning process is multi-cultural. 
The application process was rigorous and educational. The three rounds took more than two months to 
complete. Round One involved answering just one question, but as they say everything which is simple is 
not necessarily easy! The question was, “Describe where you come from and how has that place added 
value to your life.” It was a question which forced me to delve deep into my childhood experiences and the 
qualities my family had imparted to me. I wrote about the wooden house in the Eastern Himalayas where my 
ancestors and my parents lived, and how hard they worked every day just to give my siblings and me a good 
education. Growing up in my parents shop taught me hard work, determination, and persistence, and I wrote 
about that too.
Waiting to find out if I made it to Round Two seemed like an eon. At last I received an acceptance email from 
MIT Bootcamp, and it was on to Round Two – a series of more personal essays about my favorite activities 
and how I imagined myself in the world in thirty years. With the help of Mr. Lauenstein, Ms. Denjongpa, Ms. 
Susan Schwarzwald and Ms. Debbie Hilbert, I revised each of my essays nine times. Each time I wrote 
them, I discovered more about myself and my society, and made my essays clearer. In addition to the 
essays, I had to analyze a business article regarding entrepreneurship and write a 250-word commentary. 
This was very challenging for me, as I couldn’t just repeat what the article said. Instead, I had to express my 
ideas in my own words. It made me realize that even technical students needed critical thinking and writing 
skills and made me thankful for my Taktse education that at least gave me a start in that direction.
It took another ten days to hear that I was still in the competition. Round Three was the most challenging of 
all. It required me to create a pitch deck and a YouTube video about a startup. I had to think of a problem 
and a solution, write about it and then make a one-minute YouTube video. The idea I came up with was to 
start an organization which would help professors make classes more interactive, interesting and 
educational for students. With suggestions from Mr. Ganesh Mukhia and Mr. Ajay Batra, and film-making 
advice from Mrs. Susan Schwarzwald, I created this video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nljwkfojrgY
After 14 more interminable days I got the exciting news that I had made it to the final interview round. With 
just two days to prepare, I practiced and practiced. I had no idea what the questions were going to be but I 
knew I had to be ready to think on my feet. 
When I found out that I got onto the waiting list, I was disappointed that I didn’t get a clear acceptance. 
However, the exciting application process itself expanded my horizon as a budding entrepreneur and helped 
me grow as a person. 
Mr. Lauenstein, my principal once told me, "Grab any opportunities that come your way, as one opportunity 
leads to another." This thrilling and nerve-wracking application process was an example of that. It inspired 
me to apply to other international programs like Harvard Summer School and the Babson College Program.
This journey has been a golden learning experience for me and I am grateful to my co-journeyers for helping 
me along the path. The application process helped me explore entrepreneurship, and now I really want to be 
an entrepreneur, which is going to be my way of contributing to the world.
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Simrin Tamhane (Taktse '14) 
is currently a junior at Endicott 
College majoring in 
International Studies. She is 
the author of a new book of 
poetry titled "hundred and 
eight prayer flags". Her 
writings focus on human rights 
and her childhood in India. 

The publication of my poems was unexpected. I 
was the quiet, shy student who never spoke up 
or read out loud. Then I took an Intro to Creative 
Writing class in my freshman year.  
My professor, Doug Holder encouraged me to 
share my writings in class, which was a great 
confidence booster. At the end of the semester, 
he published one of my poems in the 
Somverville Times, and continued to publish my 
poems in magazines and newspapers. 
After my sophomore year, Professor Holder 
mentioned the Young Poet Series. At first I 
assumed this was an extra poetry course. When 
I requested the class schedule, he explained 
that the Young Poet Series is one Endicott 
student chosen each year to have his or her 
poetry book published. I was so surprised that I 
asked him if he had the right person!

I wrote the following poem after seeing disturbing 
images of a little Syrian boy washed ashore in Greece. 
The Syrian crisis and immigration policy has moved 
and hurt me personally. I wanted to honor innocent 
people whose lives have been stripped away too early. 

Washed Up Ashore
The ocean waves keep crashing on your four-year-old 
body, nature's desperate attempt to cleanse you from 
its cruelty and apologize. 
It washes you over and over again, weeping, not 
realizing that you embody the broken heart of humanity 
and that she is the reminder of destruction and 
hopelessness that has always hurt you.
I watch your body sway to the waves,
from the comfort of my warm bed and watching you, 
I hear the low rumble of my heart break.
I want to hold you in my arms and sketch the maps of 
this world on your little fingers because your little 
hands once cupped this universe you trusted, but she 
did not love you back.
I want to carry your tender soul and gently sing you a 
lullaby of a hope and promise that you could never 
hear. 
I am sorry. 

Simrin Tamhane's poetry is luminous and clear-sighted. 
She captures life in the Himalayas and America with 
precision and beauty. Her work is a powerful testament 
to the complexities of life in two very different worlds. 
— Charlotte Gordon, Associate Professor of English at 
Endicott College, Beverly, MA
For more information about Simrin's book, click HERE.
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The Taktse Board of Directors, faculty, staff and students are deeply grateful to the following donors for their 
generous support over the past year. We also acknowledge the generosity of the many in-kind donors, especially 
His Holiness Dodrupchen Rinpoche, and past donors, whose support has contributed so much to our success.

2016 Donors
$10,000 and up
Margie & Michael Baldwin☆
Jackson Family Charitable Fund☆

$5,000 to $9,999
Louisa Heyward☆
Weissman Family Foundation☆

$2,500 to $4,999
Susan Babcock☆
Holly Loring
Theresa & Basil Maravelas Memorial 
! Education Fund☆

$1,000 to $2,499
Chrissie & Charlie Bascom☆
Emily & Tom Haslett☆
Ann & Dan Lasman
Celene & Geof Lyon☆
Mary McDonald & James Supple☆
Etsuko Okada☆
Priscilla & Ward Woods☆

$500 to $999
Joan & Daniel Amory☆
Gloria Eng☆
Lonnie Friedman & Paul Lauenstein☆
Terry Le & Dr. Josh Landau
Whitney & Phillip Long☆
Caroline Maness☆
Man Wah Dilys Young

$250 to $499
Christine Carpenter☆
Steve Daub☆ 
Maria Fahey
Jean Ingwersen☆
Geoff Richon☆
Lois Swick☆
Jim Watras☆
$100 to $249
Dan Bacon☆
Robert Bonne
Betsy Strider Dain☆
Diane Dugaw
Christian Harrington☆
Janet Heintzman & Andrew Lindsay
Karen Illingworth☆
Susan Johnson☆
Cathy & John Lastavica
Sally & Richard Lee☆
Carol Lehman & Jonathan Howe
Sheila McBroom☆
Colleen McCallion☆
Susan McMullen & Bob Gingher
Francine Molay☆
Sarah Mowitt☆
Joan Nelson☆*
Janet Phypers
Chris Potterpin☆
Mary Remensnyder☆
Mary Sloane & Andrew Wallerstein☆
Lisa Smulyan & Michael Markowicz
Elizabeth & Frank Suatoni☆ 

$100 to $249 cont. 
Jeannie & Wayne Sykes☆
Pat & Alan Symonds
Nancy Thornton & John Eatman☆
Sibyl Waterman☆
Virginia Widmer☆
Patty & Kenny Zimble☆

Up to $100
Ginny Allen
Connie Bigony
Mary Beth Boyd
Joanna & Mike Duda
Vivian Kurz
Kyu-Jin Lee
Susan Middleton☆
Jonathan Miller☆
Linda Tobin☆
Gregory Watson
Laurie Woodard & Don Smith
Wendy Yanish & Randy Huiting
��also gave in 2015
* in memory of Nancy Bonne
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